Apple iPhone vs Nokia N96

By Jeremy Roche and Joseph Hanlon on 03 March 2008
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update The Apple iPhone 3G has finally landed in Australia. Check out our iPhone Launch Centre for everything iPhone, including news, features, photos, downloads and videos.
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Aussies love a good stoush, and from the response to our previous Apple/Nokia face-off, the battle for Australian mobile supremacy is far from decided.
Apple recently announced that the 4GB and 8GB versions of the iPhone, released in the US and Europe, would be superseded by 8GB and 16GB models. Not to be outdone, Nokia hits back with 16GB of storage in the N96, and MicroSD expansion that will support up to 8GB. If Apple put a 3G chipset in the iPhone before releasing it in Australia we'll have a real fight on our hands.

That's not to say the N96 is a clear front-runner, and it's not just a matter of style over substance. The iPhone's 620MHz processing speed is significantly faster than most smartphones on the market to date, and is nearly twice as fast as the N95's 330Mhz. Also, the N95 had terrible battery life, and while we're hoping this improves in the newer model, we won't be holding our breath.
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Apple iPhone
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Nokia N96

	Operating system
	Mac OS X
	Symbian S60 3rd Edition

	3G
	No
	Yes (HSDPA-enhanced)

	Camera resolution
	2 megapixels
	5 megapixels

	Camera flash
	No
	Dual LED flash

	Browser
	Safari
	Nokia Web Browser

	E-mail
	Displays HTML-rich; Push IMAP (Yahoo); IMAP/POP3
	POP3/SMTP/IMAP

	Music player
	iTunes
	RealPlayer / Nokia Media Player

	DVB-H (Mobile TV)
	No
	Yes

	GPS
	No
	Yes

	Maps
	Google Maps
	Nokia Maps 2.0

	Touchscreen
	Yes (multi-touch sensors)
	No

	Screen
	8.9cm (320x480 pixels)
	7.2cm (240x320 pixels)

	Weight
	136g
	125g

	Memory
	8GB/16GB
	16GB

	Processor speed
	620MHz
	Unknown

	Expansion slot
	None
	microSD

	Replaceable battery
	No
	Yes

	Battery - talk time
	8 hours
	2.5 hours

	Battery - audio playback
	24 hours
	14 hours

	MMS (for sending pictures and video)
	No
	Yes

	IM (instant messaging)
	No
	Yes

	Video calling
	No
	Yes

	Video capture
	No
	640 x 480 (30 frames per second)

	VoIP
	No
	Yes

	YouTube
	Yes
	Yes

	User can install 3rd-party apps
	Not yet
	Yes

	Accelerometer changes screen orientation when rotated
	Yes
	Yes

	Spell checker
	Yes
	No

	Ambient light sensor (dims screen in low light)
	Yes
	Yes

	Proximity sensor (turns screen off when put up to your ear)
	Yes
	No

	Video output to TV
	No
	Yes

	Threaded SMS
	Yes
	No

	Flickr integration
	No
	Yes

	Supports stereo Bluetooth (A2DP)
	No
	Yes

	Locked to carrier
	Yes
	No

	Price
	US$399 - 8GB, US$499 8GB (~AU$430, AU$590) - 2 year contract
	Unknown - N95 originally AU$1379 outright


Nokia N96 Mobile Review - iPhone Killer
Aug.24, 2008 in Mobile    
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The Nokia N96 is the next generation of mobile phone, designed to completely integrate communication and entertainment into one multi-functional ‘smart phone’. What makes this phone so different from its competitors (Apple iPhone, HTC Touch Diamond etc) is that is has advanced video capabilities, and also greatly improved music, Internet and GPS functions. As well as improved features, the design of the N96 has also been upgraded. The handset is slightly larger and heavier than its predecessor the N95, but it is still surprisingly compact for a device with so many functions, and has a useful and stylish dual slide opening mechanism.

The N96 comes with standard 16MB of built-in memory, and also supports MicroSD memory cards to increase storage capabilities. The screen is a generous 2.8 inches and can be viewed in horizontal or vertical modes. The picture quality is good with a screen resolution of 240 pixels by 320 pixels, which allows a high colour video playback.

The photo functions on the N96 are impressive, with a top of the range 5 megapixel camera and a superior dual LED flash, which means you can take high quality pictures in a range of different environments and situations. This camera covers all the basic requirements of a stand alone digital camera, including auto focus and auto exposure features, and also includes a self timer. Photos can be stored in JPEG or EXIF formats and you can also tag photos with specific locations using the integral GPS feature. Alongside the camera is the video recording function, with advanced stabilizing features to reduce motion blurring during filming and also video lights to improve picture quality in dull settings. There are also editing features so that users can balance colour tone and brightness to improve the finished picture quality. Video playback features also include a video ringtones function, which allows users to create their own short video, or download one from the Internet or a PC to alert to incoming calls. In addition to the digital camera and video recording there is also an additional second camera feature that is used to facilitate video phone calls.

In terms of media entertainment the N96 comes with TV capabilities, which allow users to watch live TV broadcasts and also access video clips via the Internet connection from sites such as ‘YouTube’. The music features are vastly improved and the N96 has a built-in FM radio with RDS feature, which means users can view music information whilst listening to the radio. The 16MB of internal memory means that users are able to store a significant amount of music on the phone’s media library, almost twice as much as in the N95, and this can be increased further by utilizing compatible memory cards. The audio quality is very good on the N96, with built-in 3D stereo speakers and automatic audio equalizers. You can also share your music, and create playlists and choose play modes.

The N96 is priced at around £500, and is a stylish, reliable smart-phone, packed with state of the art features. It has impressive memory storage, and its camera and video recording features have set new market standards. The battery life of smart-phones are usually disappointing, but Nokia has made some improvements to this, and fully charged the N96 should give you up to three hours solid talk time and two hundred and twenty hours of stand by time, but using the video recording and TV playback functions continuously will drain the battery much more quickly though. If we compare N95 and N96, definitely N96 is a winner but at the cost of high price. So if you have a limited budget, N95 still rocks. BTW - Lets see who is the winner after the end of 2008 - Nokia N96, Apple iPhone 3G or HTC Touch Diamond. [image: image4.png]



Technical Specifications

Size and weight1
Height: 

4.5 inches (115.5 mm) 

Width: 

2.4 inches (62.1 mm) 

Depth: 

0.48 inch (12.3 mm) 

Weight: 

4.7 ounces (133 grams) 

[image: image5.jpg]



Color

· 8GB model: Black 

· 16GB model: Black or white 
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Capacity2
· 8GB or 16GB flash drive 

Cellular and wireless

· UMTS/HSDPA (850, 1900, 2100 MHz) 

· GSM/EDGE (850, 900, 1800, 1900 MHz) 

· Wi-Fi (802.11b/g) 

· Bluetooth 2.0 + EDR 

GPS

· Assisted GPS 

In the box
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· iPhone 3G 

· Stereo Headset with mic 

· Dock Connector to USB Cable 

· USB Power Adapter 

· Documentation 

· Cleaning/polishing cloth 

· SIM eject tool 

Environmental Status Report

iPhone 3G embodies Apple’s continuing environmental progress. It is designed with the following features to reduce environmental impact:

· PVC-free handset 

· PVC-free headphones 

· PVC-free USB cable 

· Bromine-free printed circuit boards 

· Mercury-free LCD display 

· Majority of packaging made from post-consumer recycled fiberboard and biobased materials 

· Power adapter outperforms strictest global energy efficiency standards 

Display

· 3.5-inch (diagonal) widescreen Multi-Touch display 

· 480-by-320-pixel resolution at 163 ppi 

· Support for display of multiple languages and characters simultaneously 
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Audio

· Frequency response: 20Hz to 20,000Hz 

· Audio formats supported: AAC, Protected AAC, MP3, MP3 VBR, Audible (formats 2, 3, and 4), Apple Lossless, AIFF, and WAV 

· User-configurable maximum volume limit 

Headphones
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· Stereo earphones with built-in microphone 

· Frequency response: 20Hz to 20,000Hz 

· Impedance: 32 ohms 

Video
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Video formats supported: H.264 video, up to 1.5 Mbps, 640 by 480 pixels, 30 frames per second, Low-Complexity version of the H.264 Baseline Profile with AAC-LC audio up to 160 Kbps, 48kHz, stereo audio in .m4v, .mp4, and .mov file formats; H.264 video, up to 2.5 Mbps, 640 by 480 pixels, 30 frames per second, Baseline Profile up to Level 3.0 with AAC-LC audio up to 160 Kbps, 48kHz, stereo audio in .m4v, .mp4, and .mov file formats; MPEG-4 video, up to 2.5 Mbps, 640 by 480 pixels, 30 frames per second, Simple Profile with AAC-LC audio up to 160 Kbps, 48kHz, stereo audio in .m4v, .mp4, and .mov file formats 

Camera and photos

· 2.0 megapixels [image: image11.jpg]



· Photo geotagging 

· iPhone and third-party application integration 

Language support

· Language support for English, French, German, Japanese, Dutch, Italian, Spanish, Portuguese, Danish, Finnish, Norwegian, Swedish, Korean, Simplified Chinese, Traditional Chinese, Russian, and Polish 

· International keyboard and dictionary support for English (U.S.), English (UK), French (France), French (Canada), German, Japanese, Dutch, Italian, Spanish, Portuguese (Portugal), Portuguese (Brazil), Danish, Finnish, Norwegian, Swedish, Korean (no dictionary), Simplified Chinese, Traditional Chinese, Russian, and Polish 

Mail attachment support

· Viewable document types: .jpg, .tiff, .gif (images); .doc and .docx (Microsoft Word); .htm and .html (web pages); .key (Keynote); .numbers (Numbers); .pages (Pages); .pdf (Preview and Adobe Acrobat); .ppt and .pptx (Microsoft PowerPoint); .txt (text); .vcf (contact information); .xls and .xlsx (Microsoft Excel) 

Connectors and input/output

· 30-pin dock connector 

· 3.5-mm stereo headphone minijack 

· Built-in speaker 

· Microphone 

· SIM card tray 
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External buttons and controls

· Sleep/wake 

· Ring/silent 

· Volume up/down 

· Home 
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Sensors

· Accelerometer 

· Proximity sensor 

· Ambient light sensor 

Power and battery

· Built-in rechargeable lithium-ion battery3 

· Charging via USB to computer system or power adapter 

· Talk time:4 

Up to 5 hours on 3G 

Up to 10 hours on 2G 

· Standby time: Up to 300 hours5 
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Internet use: 

Up to 5 hours on 3G6 

Up to 6 hours on Wi-Fi7 

· Video playback: Up to 7 hours8 

· Audio playback: Up to 24 hours9 

Mac system requirements

· Mac computer with USB 2.0 port 

· Mac OS X v10.4.10 or later 

· iTunes 7.7 or later 

Windows system requirements

· PC with USB 2.0 port 

· Windows Vista; or Windows XP Home or Professional with Service Pack 2 or later 

· iTunes 7.7 or later 

Environmental requirements

· Operating temperature: 32° to 95° F
(0° to 35° C) 

· Nonoperating temperature: -4° to 113° F
(-20° to 45° C) 

· Relative humidity: 5% to 95% noncondensing 

· Maximum operating altitude: 10,000 feet (3000 m) 
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